Orličan Introduces New M‑8 EAGLE Variants and Expands Production Capacity
The Czech aircraft manufacturer Orličan has unveiled several major developments in its M‑8 EAGLE program. The two‑seat high‑wing aircraft, now in its third year of production, has completed its first successful water takeoff and has been equipped with a more powerful engine. At the same time, the company is increasing its manufacturing output and preparing to renew broader cooperation with the German glider producer Schempp‑Hirth.
First Water Takeoff of the M‑8 EAGLE
On 19 May, Orličan successfully carried out the first water takeoff of the M‑8 EAGLE on the Vltava River. The float-equipped version is intended exclusively for the U.S. market, where the first two aircraft are already heading. This new configuration expands the company’s portfolio and responds to demand for robust light aircraft capable of operating from water surfaces.
New Italian Engine: Higher Power and Improved Performance
At the Aero Friedrichshafen trade fair, Orličan introduced the M‑8 EAGLE fitted with a new SA‑E977is four‑cylinder engine delivering nearly 90 kW. Developed by Italian manufacturer Epa Power, the unit features full liquid cooling and offers significantly improved performance, particularly for operations in mountainous regions and the U.S. interior.
MOSAIC Opens New Opportunities in the U.S.
The upcoming MOSAIC regulatory changes for Light Sport Aircraft in the United States will allow manufacturers to offer heavier, more capable, and more advanced aircraft. Orličan plans to increase the maximum takeoff weight of the M‑8 EAGLE to up to 750 kg and supply U.S. customers with aircraft featuring adjustable propellers and higher‑performance engines.
Production Growth and Return of Duo Discus Gliders
Orličan currently produces one aircraft per month and aims to reach two units by the end of the year. The plan for next year is to expand to three aircraft monthly, which will require additional staff. Meanwhile, cooperation with Schempp‑Hirth is being renewed: assembly of Duo Discus two‑seat gliders is returning to Ústí nad Orlicí, along with increased demand for components traditionally manufactured by Orličan.
International Expansion
Germany and Poland remain the strongest markets for the M‑8 EAGLE. The company is also developing activities in the United States, Japan, South Korea, and is preparing long‑term expansion into Latin America.
Technological Capabilities and New Projects
Orličan operates extensive composite manufacturing, 3D scanning, CNC machining, and model‑making facilities. These capabilities support both internal development and external customers. The company is also advancing autonomous aircraft projects, including a robotic cargo version of the M‑8 EAGLE and the development of the 700‑kg unmanned helicopter RoboCopter.
Stabilization and Future Growth
After a challenging period in glider production, Orličan has stabilized operations, strengthened its sales and marketing activities, and is now seeing growth in motor aircraft production as well as the return of several traditional contracts.

